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Labor’s Failure 

The two most critical decisions 
that labor leadership must make 
soon are relative to the Taft-Hart- 
ley law and the failure of labor to 
increase productivity to match the 
higher wage seales. A fair and 
temperate examination of the ori- 
gin of the Taft-Hartley law reveals 
that labor leadership failed to see 
that in any situation the public 
welfare must come first,—or labor, 
like any other force, must submit 
to legislation to protect public in- 
terest. Before the Taft-Hartley law 
was passed, many of the best 
friends of labor in Congress sought 
the cooperation of labor leaders in 
shaping legislation that would be 
friendly to labor but would also 
provide needed regulations to pro- 
tect the public interest. Too many 
strikes were being called unneces- 
sarily; jurisdictional strikes be- 
unions were severely im- 
pinging upon the public welfare. 
But labor leadership would not 
listen to the voices of progressive 
congressmen, including some Re- 
publicans such as Senators Wayne 
Morse, Aiken, Brewster and others 
who were prepared to work with 
the labor leaders for the workers’ 
heat 


tween 


intereata, 

Thus the Taft-Hartley law be- 
came inevitable—and has now 
been on the statute books for one 
year. The labor leaders with one 
voice ealled it the “slave labor law” 
and have fought it solidly to this 
hour. The law many faulty 
and unworkable features and 
should be amended in many re- 
spects. When the friends of labor 
in Congress found themselves un- 
able to do anything because of the 
lack of cooperation on the part of 
labor leadership, the labor-haters 
in Congress, of which there are 
many, did everything in their pow- 
er to make the law a punitive in- 
strument to wreck the power of the 
unions. As a result, in some ways 
the law is a blundering ineffective 
instrument. But the law will not 
(continued on NEXT page) 
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OTHING’S WRONG with capitalism but the activity of some un- 

Christian capitalists. It isn’t socialism and communism that are 
threatening capitalism,—it’s the un-Christian capitalists who are mak- 
mg some form of socialism inevitable. 


X-Ray and Foreeast 
| sagem REVIVES RELIGIOUS PERSECUTION: One of the 


most foreboding trends that came to our attention in Europe was 
the news of the increase of Soviet persecution of religion which we re- 
eeived from several sources from behind the iron curtain. With entry 
visas to Prague, Warsaw and other points behind the iron curtain can- 
selled as tensions rose in Berlin and Yugoslavia, your editor spent con- 
siderable time as near as possible to the iron curtain, interviewing those 
who had just come out and others who had active contacts within the 
Soviet-held territories. News channels in America have given consider- 
able attention to the renewal of religious persecution and in most in- 
stances have made war propaganda of it. But reports in this country do 
not point out that this conflict of religion is, in many ways, political 
rather than spiritual. 

Tf the forces of the western world that have been agitating for war 
against Russia in the past months make the most of the propaganda pos- 
sibilities of this renewal of Communist persecution of religion, we could 
have war with Russia within two or three years—or sooner. Yet there’s 
nothing new in the facts or the struggle,—it is the old tug of war be- 
tween the Russian Orthodox Church and the Roman Catholic Church 
which has been going on for years. The only new angle will be the propa- 
ganda use of this struggle to organize the entire Christian world to sup- 
port war against Russia, and that’s the great danger to which Ameri- 
cans must be alert. 

Although persecution of religion in general ceased in Russia in 
1941, and a general revitalization of outward forms of church work be- 
gan, the Communists continued their conflict with the Roman Catholic 
Church wherever that church was exposed to Communist advances. Be- 
sause of the influence the Roman Catholic Church has on American 
news sources, Russia’s continuing pressure against the Roman Catholic 
Church was interpreted in America as the continuation of religious 
persecution in general, hence the average American was led to believe 
that the persecution had never ceased—even inside Russia. 

The Russian Orthodox Catholic Church and the Roman Catholic 
Church have long been in conflict all through eastern Europe for con- 
trol of the spiritual and educational interests of the various countries 
that have now come under Moscow’s domination. This inter-church strug- 
gle which has been so deeply entwined in the political affairs of Poland, 
Roumania, Yugoslavia and elsewhere has been a disconcerting and irri- 
tating experience to the materialistic, atheistic members of the Kremlin 
Politburo. While the Russian leaders in 1941 granted freedom of religion 
under the Soviet constitution, admitting the failure of their godless 
program which sought to destroy the church and religious freedom in 
Russia, none of them have ever given any indication that they have aban- 
doned their dialectic materialism and atheism as a cardinal philosophy 
underlying communism. The attitude of Stalin and his associates in 
1941 was “If we can’t suppress the church, why waste our time and 
energy bothering with it at all—as long as it keeps out of politics.” 
But the Russian church had been the hub of politics in Russia for near- 
ly a thousand years,—just as the Roman church has always been modern 
Europe’s maior political factor. As Communist leaders in the satellite 


(continued on NEXT pace) 


Management’s Failure 


Business and financial journals 
are carrying reports of continued 
unprecedented profits gained by 
corporations during the first half 
of ’48. The new record, as released 
to the press by Standard & Poor’s 
Trade Service, reveals a gain of 
29.8 per cent over the same period 
of 1947. This report is based upon 
the aggregate earnings of 735 lead- 
ing corporations. 

Of course spokesmen for large 
business hasten to explain and 
whitewash these profits by every 
conceivable means but the cold 
fact remains that, except for a 
few feeble and temporary measures 
on the part of some companies to 
stem the tide of rising prices and 
exorbitant profits by lowering 
the prices of their products, cor- 
porate business at large is still en- 
gaged in the most unconscientious 
profit-grabbing in American his- 
tory. When a wage increase has 
been granted to workers, corpora- 
tions have repeatedly used that 
wage increase as an excuse to up 
their price three and four times 
the amount justified by the wage 
adjustment. For instance, when 
the U. S. Steel Corporation 
granted an increase of wages which 
they claimed would up their an- 
nual labor costs 65 million dollars, 
they promptly announced a price 
increase that would increase their 
annual net income 189 million! 
When the coal mine owners grant- 
ed a dollar a day increase in pay 
to the miners, making coal cost 
about 30 cents more per ton, the 
mine owners lifted the price on the 
average of 85 cents per ton. Such 
proportionate increases have come 
all down the line. 


Industrial spokesmen try to ex- 
plain these figures away by the 
need for greater reserves, mainten- 
ance and plant replacement. But 
their own corporation reports of 
the record-breaking mounting pro- 
fit increases more than bear out 
our observations. And the Wall 

(continued on NEXT paae) 








Labor’s Failure 


(continued) 
be repealed and it can’t even be 
amended into a more intelligent 
and fair i:idusirial code until labor 
leaders aie willing to cooperate in 
that achievement with their 
friends in Congress. 

Relative to higher wages and 
production, — 1938 the 
American worker has greatly in- 
creased his standard of living and 
justly so, for economic democracy 
eannot go backward,—it must go 
forward. But this higher standard, 
based on a higher wage level, can- 
not be maintained unless worker- 
production is also maintained at a 
high level. Just as a democratic 
economy cannot continue to pro- 
gress or even survive unless in- 
dustry balances its increasing pro- 
fits by lowered prices to maintain 
wider consumption, so the worker 
must reciprocate for higher wages 
by a sincere effort at cooperation 
for increased production as tech- 
nological developments make such 
increases reasonably possible. 
When management shares and the 
worker produces, the democratic 
economy moves forward. We are 
showing in another report in this 
issue how management, in a period 
of increasing and unreasonable 
profits, is refusing to share by low- 
ering prices and thus increasing 
purchasing power and consumption 
of goods. 


since 


But reports now available reveal 
that labor is guilty of the same 
ulsastrous self-interest. A survey 
of labor costs and productivity in 
the American economy, published 
in the N. Y. Times and gathered 
from data obtained through Gov- 
ernment and trade association re- 
search agencies and computed by 
the Productivitiy and Technologi- 
cal Development Branch of the U. 
S. Bureau of Labor Statistics, re- 
veals that sharp and in some cases 
spectacular unit labor 
costs have oceured throughout in- 
dustry in general. We do not al- 
ways accept the conservative N. 
Y. Times as an wubiased source on 
labor issues but the origin of these 
findings gives them an authorita- 
tive voice and their content we be- 
lieve is re lected in conditions that 
are undeniably visible in many in- 
dustrial plants. As technological 
improvements have provided the 
worker the opportunity of greatly 
increasing consumer production 
of goods to compensate his higher 
wage seale and higher living stand- 
ards, the workers by and large 
have fallen far short of realizing 
the production increase our eco- 
nomie structure must have in 
order to maintain its present pro- 
eressive trends. Labor has concen- 


rises in 


trated on getting higher wages and 
has neglected the maintenance and 
(continued third col., THIS page) 





X-Ray and Forecast (continued) 


countries of eastern Europe have sought to break the grip of the Roman 
Catholie Church on education, polities and community life, there has 
been a pronounced tendency for the Russiaa Orthodox hierarchy to seek 
greater privileges in these same countries and in turn use these beach 
heads as an approach for the reclamation of old priorities inside Russia. 

The Bolsheviks seem to have an inborn fear of the church’s 
intluence on education and on such cultural and intellectual groups from 
which might spring a counter-revolutionary movement. So the clamp- 
down has come in numerous areas especially from Soviet groups in the 
Kremlin ofticialdom who have never lost their fear and hatred for the 
chureh and religion. Their motto is “The chureh will always cause 
trouble—let’s get rid of it.” Protestants also are feeling the heavy hand 
of oppression, and from Poland and Czechoslovakia word has come of 
severe new restrictions that inevitably mean suffering and oppression for 
the Protestants. However, the degree of interference with the church 
seems to vary with the intensity of feeling of the local commissar— 
whether he is one of the Bolshevik fire brands who has kept atheism in 
the foreground of his communistic conceptions or one of the many—for 
many they are—who has never considered atheism as an important ele- 
ment in the communistic doctrine and who looks with indifference or 
tolerance—if not good will—upon the community Christian enterprises 
But there’s one thing of which we can be sure—no amount of persecu- 
tion will destroy the church in Russia or break the will and power of 
the Russian Christians. 

The abandonment of the godless program in 1941 was not a propa- 
ganda move to please the western allies as has been so frequently claimed 
in America,—no Russian Christian believes that. The Communists had 
spent 25 years in a futile effort to stamp out religion and when the war 
came, they admitted their failure frankly and said publicly that there 
was no time or energy now to spare upon such a futile task when the life 
of the Soviet was at stake. Through the years since that time the influ- 
ence of the “moderates” in Soviet councils has resulted in the rebuild- 
ing at government expense of hundreds of Russian churches since the 
war and there have been innumerable evidences of a friendly attitude to- 
ward the religious bodies of Russia. Soviet Protestants have shared to 
some extent in these benefactions and in view of the fact that in old 
ezaristic days the Protestants were severely oppressed by the Russian 
Orthodox Church, these past few years have been periods of great in- 
gathering and victory for most of the Protestant bodies of Russia. Some 
of the leading Protestant churches of Moscow have been holding two and 
three services on Sunday morning to take care of the crowds, while re- 
vivals and many conversions have taken place in numerous sections of 
Russia. But all this time it was known among Russian Christian lead- 
ers that there were those in the official life of the Kremlin who would 
renew the Bezbozniki (godless) program if they ever got the chance. 
That opportunity has come and once more we'll likely be hearing of 
Christians of Russia living under oppression. Already the hate special- 
ists and war formenters—some of them in our pulpits—are twisting and 
warping the facts to build hatred not against the Communist minority 
in power but against the two hundred million people living in the So- 
viet. If we could just restrain the hot heads and exaggerators here and 
prevent war, the Christians of Russia will again become victorious, for 
they know how to suffer and they know how to die for their faith. And 
out of their victory will come again a sober awakening on the part of 
the dictators in the Kremlin. With deepest sympathy and love for the 
Russian Christians, we can say that there’s an element of victory in 
the news that the Communists are again starting to fight God. There is 
no surer omen. of the final disintegration of the Communist movement. 

These new reports of persecution against religion by the Com- 
munists may still be chiefly related to the Roman Catholic Church and 
it may prove shortly that the Protesants or free evangelicals have not 
been molested. We pray that may prove true. At present the notes of dis- 
tress seem to be coming from all sides. 


PEACEFUL WEAPON: Every Christian layman can rejoice in the 
news that America is at last utilizing the greatest weapon at our 
command in our conflict with Russia,—the voice of truth. We are using 
this force against the distortion, lies and name-calling which have long 
characterized Communist psychological warfare. Our State Department’s 
world radio program, having finally survived the onslaughts of those who 
preferred to vote dollars for steel, munitions, ships and planes has at 
last been able to launch a great multi-lingual international broadcast to 
the Soviet and Soviet-satellite states. The Kremlin dictators fear these 
broadcasts much more than they fear our jet planes and atomic bombs, 
for they can and are devising counter weapons against these threats, 
but there’s no defense against truth. 

(continued on NEXT page) 
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(continued) 

St. Journal further corroborates 
these facts in an analyzed report 
of 141 publicly-held corporations. 
In the oil industry, profits for the 
first half of ’48 for 27 leading oil 
companies jumped 82 per cent over 
the same period for ’47—a record- 
breaking increase and the United 
Press reports the percentage gains 
ranging from 205 per cent for Su- 
perior Oil Co. (California) to 28 
per cent for Deep Rock Oil Corp. 
Eleven of these firms more than 
doubled their earnings for the first 
half of ’47 while 15 upped them 
by 90 per cent or more. The coal 
industry came next with a net 
take in the second quarter that was 
64.4 per cent higher than in the 
same period the previous year. 
Auto profits jumped 44.7 per cent. 
Here are still more statistics for 
the first half of 748 as contrasted 
with the first half of ’47: General 
Motors net profit for ’48 was over 
206 million as against 137 million 
in °47; Packard’s net profit for ’48 
was over 6 million as against less 
than 2 million for 47; Standard 
Oil of N. J. had a net profit of 210 
million in ’48 against 140 million 
in ’47; Standard Oil of California 
had 77 million net profit in 748 as 
against 40 million in ’47; Otis 
Elevator had over 5 million net 
profit in ’48 as opposed to over 3 
million in ’47; Allis-Chalmers had 
over 6 million in ’48 compared to 
under a half million in ’47; Gen- 
eral Mills had 13 million in 748 
compared to 9 million in 47. 

The aim of capitalistic enter- 
prise is to make a profitable gain, 
but that gain must be reasonable 
and justified by services rendered. 
When profits become unjust and 
unreasonable, then capitalism 
enters on a path of self-destruc- 
tion and economic ruin. 


Labor’s Failure 


(continued) 
increase of conscientious crafts- 
manship that would sustain these 
high wages. There is no substitute 
for the worker at the bench doing 
his best, any more than there is a 
substitute for management’s re- 
sponsibility in sharing increased 
profits. The present inflation pe- 
riod is so “money-wild” that cor- 
porations still show enormous pro- 
fits in spite of this disproportion- 
ate labor cost-pei-production unit. 
But the “money-wild” period will 
soon be drawing to a close. When 
business volume sinks and profits 
dive to lower levels, then labor 
leadership will face a tremendous 
problem of readjustment, psycho- 
logically and morally as well as 


economically, to preserve the 


American standard of living. 





The Moving Spotlight 
GOOD WILL IN ACTION: In 


Lansing, Michigan, a Jewish con- 
gregation has offered the Pilgrim 
Congregationalists the use of their 
synagogue while the gentile Prot- 
estant group carry out a building 
project. 

HEARTENING COOPERA- 
TION between Protestants and 
Catholics has resulted in the first 
of a series of European relief food 
trains which is now crossing the 
country. A 60 ear freight train of 
wheat, flour and dried milk, and 
another 50 car train carrying 
mostly wheat, both sponsored by 
the Christian rural overseas pro- 
gram, will soon be at the Atlantie 
seaboard for trans-shipment to 
Europe. Participating groups are 
the Catholic Rural Life Confer- 
ence, the Chureh World Service 
and the Lutheran World Relief. 
Not only is this a demonstration 
of how Catholics and Protestants 
eal cooperate in America in con- 
trast to the religious intolerance 
and oppression abroad, but it also 
represents encouraging progress 
toward speeding vast quantities of 
unprocessed food to Europe—to 
feed many more people for much 
less cost than is possible with the 
commercial packaged food units 
that have characterized so much 
of relief activities. (see Between 
The Lines, Sept. 6, ’48). Other 
such food trains will continue to 
be moving through the country 
until Thanksgiving. 

LOBBIES: Spokesmen for 
large business interests are wishing 
that they had not made the fuss 
over the “teachers lobby” in Wash- 
ington. American school teach- 
ers, concerned over the drift of 
our national life, have tried in a 
small way to counteract the vicious 
pressure being brought on Con- 
gress by other and selfish interests. 
The attack against the teachers 
roused some of the newspaper men 
in Washington who dug up the 
facts and gave what publicity they 
could to data revealing that the 
National Edueational Association 
(the teachers’ lobby), spokesmen 
for the classroom educators, spent 
only about $5,000 in 1947 in their 
efforts to guide congressional 
thinking. This amount includes 
salary and expenses for their rep- 
resentative. Said the irate Wash- 
ington correspondents, “In con- 
trast, the lobbies of big business 
interests such as the Committee 
for Constitutional Government 
(which spark-plugged all anti-labor 
lezislation and tax reduction 
schemes on large incomes) spent 
over $450,000 in 1947! The power 
and utility lobby spent nearly 
$500,000 as they sought to sabo- 
tage all efforts to extend cheaper 
and abundant power and 


(continued third col., THIS page) 


more 


IT WILL TAKE SOMETHING MORE 














Just as the world has lea:ned that Christiain t:uth could 
not be stamped out with persecution or guns, so we must learn 
that Christian democracy cannot defend itself against commu- 
nism with guns alone. A Communist military force might be 
checked or defeated by a democratic army but that would pro- 
vide very inadequate assurance against a Communist revolu- 
tion. Such a social upheaval does not come riding on gun car- 
viages; it comes pouring out through the bitterness, despair 
and hatreds in men’s hearts. Where selfishness and greed have 
kept the common people impoverished and oppressed, social 
revolution is bound to seep in like water runs down hill. The 
only way to stop communism is thiough the spiritual transfor- 
mation of the hearts of men. Only the forces of religion can 
reach the long embedded roots of greed and heal the wounds of 
poverty festering with hatred. 





X-Ray and Foreeast (continued) 


The recent flurry of excitement over Russians fleeing from So- 
viet officials in this country rather than return to the U. S. S. R., and 
the constant stream of desertions by Russian civilians, soldiers and even 
army ofticers into the safety of the American sectors in Germany have 
placed in the hands of the voice of America a whole storehouse of dev- 
astating propaganda material. “There is freedom in America” : 
“There is security in America”... “People have rights in America”... 
These phrases have meaning when broadcast along with the names of 
well-known Russian figures who have sought to begin life over again in 
America. The Tito revolt against Moscow which threatens to spread all 
through the Balkans has also placed in the hands of our broadcasters 
tremendous material. 

Billions are being spent for weapons that can never reach beyond 
a few miles,—but at last and at least we’re spending a few millions for 
weapons of the mind that can really girdle the earth. 


OMEBODY WILL BE SURPRISED! From sources highly placed 
in Republican ranks the news is trickling out that Governor 
Dewey, when and if elected President, will slowly set an administration 
program in motion that will cause his big-name backers in the financial 
and industrial world to break out with political apoplexy! The “Old 
Guard” has set out to elect a man who they assume endorses their phi- 
losophy of high profits, low wages, anti-slum clearance, depressions with 
huge unemployment as a natural attribute of the cycles of capitalism—. 
and all the other things that stand for American Tory-ism. And Mr. 
Devwey’s monotonous and mundane campaign oratory does not reveal 
that he is against most of these shibboleths of America’s towers of in- 
dustry and finance. But the word goes through the closer GOP circles 
that the program Mr. Dewey has in mind is a far cry from anything the 
GOP Tories are so placidly anticipating. 


(continued on NEXT page) 








The Moving Spotlight 


(continued) 

light to the American consumer.” 
And the real estate lobby in its 
efforts to wreck all slum clearance 
and low-income housing, spent 
$213,000. And this big money rep- 
resents the crowd which says that 
“public educators have no business 
in Washington.” 

THE LIQUOR INTERESTS 
made enormous publicity of the 
bootlegging problem during the 
days of prohibition. But today 
with the liquor business still rid- 
ing a flood of war-time profits, 
bootlegging is greatly increasing, 
though that fact rarely reaches the 
public. Today’s exorbitant prices 
being charged for alcoholic bever- 
ages, together with high taxes, 
again make it profitable for the 
illegal distiller to operate. Author- 
ities place the loss in taxes to the 
Government at one million dollars 
a day from bootlegging. 


EXPLOITING THE PUBLIC: 
For many years the Federal Trade 
Commission has been policing 
American business to drive out 
the crooks who would exploit pub- 
lic welfare for private profit. The 
FTC has recently ordered another 
tooth paste company to pipe down 
on its fraudulent claims for its 
product; a Massachusetts company 
producing arch supports for shoes 
to desist from its false and fraud- 
ulent claims for curing foot trou- 
bles; an Indiana pottery corpora- 
tion to stop selling second grade 
and cull china as first quality; a 
large national coat manufacturer 
of N.Y. to label its coats truth- 
fully as part wool with the per- 
centage, instead of using the false 
“100 per cent wool” labels; a large 
merchandising corporation in Chi- 
cago to stop selling products as 
“erain leather’ when they contain 
“no cowhide of any nature”. Also 
Federal Trade authorities have 
been threatening to crack down on 
auto manufacturing officials in 
connection with the country-wide 
racket in new cars for sale at ex- 
orbitant prices in used ear lots. 
For instance, in N.Y. State alone, 
30,000 practically new cars are 
standing in the second hand lots 
while legitimate customers still 
must wait months for deliveries. 
The new-used car business has be- 
come an open black market racket. 
Detroit manufacturers wash their 
hands of the matter and say they 
have nothing to do with it. Fed- 
eral authorities investigating the 
situation 


say that such a huge 
racket could not be carried on 


without a widespread condonation 
if not outright collusion. between 
manufacturers and the larger es- 
tablished distributors, but in this 
instance the Government is up 
against the same thing it has 

(continued on NEXT page) 





The Moving Spotlight 
(continued ) 
faced with the large steel corpor 
ations which continue in a thou- 
sand secret-and not so secret-ways 
to maintain the flow of steel 
.through the “grey” and black steel 
market. The 
crack down on the little racketeers, 
the man who handles a small truck 
fabricated steel, 


tires or gasoline, but giant corpor 


Government can 


load of rayon, 
ations sometimes prove that they 
are stronger than the Government, 
as they have in many anti-trust 
suits. So the expliotation of the 
small business man and the con- 
sumer continues. 

LIVING COSTS: When the 
consumers price index rose 1.2 per 
cent, in the month ending July 15, 
General Motors immediatelly an- 
iounced wage increases for 333,000 
workers as a result of the Union- 
GM agreement that wages should 
automatically be tied to the Labor 
Departments statistics on living 
costs. This progressive, intelligent 
solution to the wage problem is 
being secretly fought and _ sabo- 
taged by many large industrial 
leaders who seem to detest any 
movement that ties the wage prob- 
lem to a just economic viewpoint. 

LABOR TRENDS: Those labor 
unions which are still suffering 
from Communist infiltration are 
continuing their desperate efforts 
to rid themselves of red influence. 
N. Y. loeals of the Retail, Whole- 
sale and Department Store Union, 
CIO, which have been under the 
domination of red leadership, are 
being forced to surrender their 
books to the anti-red national 
union leaders. Varying forms of 
the same forceful measures are 
being taken in other unions that 
have been influenced by reds. 

In the meantime it is important 
to keep mindful of the fact that 
most American labor leaders, 
while clearing themselves of any 
possible grounds for accusation of 
Communist sympathies, are how- 
ever known to lean towards a mo4- 
erate Socialist viewpoint. In fact. 
before many months roll by we 
will likely find that such great 
unions as the United Auto Work- 
ers, CIO, the Steel Workers, CIO, 
the Railroad Brotherhoods, and 
others, will be coming out for a 
program that will, in its final ob- 
‘ectives, be closely akin to a mod- 
erate democratic Socialist program 
for America similar to that which 
has been accomplished in Sweden 
and is being promoted in Eng- 
land. Insiders, highly placed in 
labor ranks, report that such 
trends will probably not come to 
light until all vestiges of commu- 
nistie influence have been driven 
from the rank and file labor organ- 
‘continued third col., THIS page) 


X-Ray and Foreeast (continue 


In the Democratic camp, Mr. Truman’s campaign will be based 
on an appeal to the labor vote and the poor man’s ballot. Mr. Dewey 
doesn’t quite dare to commit himself in that direction yet, but with the 
labor vote divided and with everybody’s pockets full of money, the New 
York Governor figures he can win anyway. But once in the White House, 
he won’t have much choice of action in the face of America’s desperate 
needs,—besides he knows he could never make an important place for 
himself in political history without inaugurating a program to please 
labor and also mean something to the millions of American poor people 
who soon will not have money in their pockets. Mr. Dewey will have pro- 
grams shaped up on slum clearance and public housing that would throw 
today’s Republican Congress into a frenzy of “Socialist” name-calling. 
He will cleverly call it by other names, but it will be slum-clearance and 
Government. planning in housing just the same,—with the wide partici- 
pation of capitalistic investment. He is thinking in the same direction 
in matters of minimum wage, public health, race relations and all the 
other issues that cause so much furore among the little men behind big 
desks on Capitol Hill. A new Republican administration will engage in 
much “government planning” which is supposedly the antithesis of 
GOP-ism today,—it will even continue with many New Deal ideas. 


NOTHER POINT of special significance to the Christian mind is 

Dewey’s foreign policy which is also being kept under blankets. 
The great weakness of the Truman foreign policy has been its military 
character,—with more brass than brains in the diplomatic service. Mr. 
Truman idolizes with boy-like simplicity the men who wear medals and 
gold braid,—so they’ve been running our foreign policy from the inside 
out. They know how to make war but do not know how to make peace. 
They know how to give orders but do not know how to negotiate. They 
can attack but cannot compromise. Peace is not made by such tactics. 
Those few Americans who are not blinded by the half truths and propa- 
ganda, which flood our news channels at home, are shocked at the way 
American foreign. policy is viewed abroad. 

Dewey means to change all that. It has been publicly acknowledged 
that John Foster Dulles will be his chief foreign policy maker,—whether 
he becomes Secretary of State or not. And John Foster Dulles will bring 
a new spirit to our foreign policy. First of all, he is a great Christian 
layman,—second, he is a successful and skillful business man with wide 
experience in international affairs from the standpoint of religion, law 
and commerce, experience which none of our recent Secretaries of State 
have had. The left-wing press and some other more respectable groups 
condemn Dulles because of his banking contacts which during pre-war 
days reached far into Nazi financial manipulations (through his associa- 
tion with the Wall St. legal firm of Sullivan and Cromwell, which spe- 
cializes in international law as related to finanee). Between The Lines 
has taken the position that even a Christian lawyer must often defend 
a murderer but the lawyer does not thereby partake of the client’s crime. 
There has never been any evidnce brought to light that Mr. Dulles has 
ever compromised his personal Christian convictions. His recent utter- 
ances at the Amsterdam World Council of Churches will long remain a 
challenging presentation of Christian truth as applied to international 
affairis—making most speeches by politicians and candidates during 
recent months seem childish and trivial. Mr. Dulles is not a pacifist,— 
he believes America must keep strong, but he also believes, as this in- 
formation service has held for years, that the only victory against com- 
munism, the only conquest of Russia must be a spiritual victory and a 
spiritual conquest. Mr. Dewey has a strong appeal to the Christian mind 
in this alignment with such a distinguished layman. 


MERICA’S POLITICAL UNDERGROUND keeps passing the 
word along that Henry Wallace will retire a few weeks before elec- 
tion and throw his weight to Truman. On domestic problems Truman 
will stand for the issues he has already used as effective weapons against 
the do-nothing Republican leadership in Congress. Forecasters whose 
estimates never appear in the popular opinion polls but who advise com- 
mercial, financial and advertising firms on public trends are warning 
that Dewey’s election is far from secure. If Wallace should withdraw 
and if Truman makes the down-to-earth, homespun but hard-hitting 
campaign he is capable of making, he can well be re-elected,—especially 
if Dewey cannot divorce himself from the record of the past Congress. 
Truman’s strength lies in his courageous economic, social and racial 
viewpoints. For one vote he has lost among the Dixiecrats, he has gained 
a thousand elsewhere by his civil rights stand. The same political dope- 
sters who said six months ago that he had killed himself politically now 
grant him great gains because of it. The Democratic success will depend 
upon how well Truman uses the weapons in his hands. 


The Moving Spotlight 
(continued) 

izations so that, when moderate 
Socialist measures are advocated, 
the charge of “communism” ean- 
uot be hurled at labor officialdom. 

SPOKESMEN for the United 
Auto Workers, the largest labor 
union in the world, have issued 
praising the Interna 
tional Harvester Co. management 


statements 


and executives—this in spite of 
the fact that 20,000 or more UAW 
vorkers have strike 
against this company. UAW lead- 
ers say that the difficulty with the 
company has been due to the diffu- 
sion of responsibility among the 
heads of its many branches. “The 
workers have had to strike to 
bring action to a head,” state the 
union leaders, “but the executives 
attitudes are fair and just.” 


been on 





Effective Christianity 
—must be informed Christian- 
ity. The churech’s influence is 
greatly impaired today because 
its membership is usually no 
more aware, no better informed 
than. the world around it,—be- 
cause, first, much truth is being 
suppressed; second, people are 
too busy for adequate reading 
and study. Between The Lines 
meets this great need in a 
unique way. From dependable 
expert sources, sympathetic to 
the Christian viewpoint, we re- 
ceive a constant stream of re- 
ports in the fields of diplomacy, 
tinance, industry, race and labor 
relations and other vital sub- 
jects, including material that is 
being warped or smothered by 
the usual news interpretations. 
We cull out facts and trends of 
most lasting significance, sharp- 
en them down clearly and brief- 
ly so that the busiest people ean 
read as they run. Literally hun- 
dreds of business men and 
Christian industrialists have 
written us to say that we should 
be getting $5 a year, or more, 
for this unusual information 
service. Yet we hold the price 
down. to only $1. a year so it 
can reach out widely to those 
whose funds are limited,—this 
includes thousands of students. 
Our cireulation has grown 
steadily and rapidly from the 
beginning,—but many more 
should be reading Between The 
Lines. We ask for no higher 
price,—we never seek monetary 
assistance,—we indulge in no 
“promotion schemes.” But we 
do urge our readers to intro- 
duce Between The Lines to 
others,—that is how you ean 
take vital part in this impor- 
tant and urgently needed task 
of achieving effective Christian- 
ity through informed Chris- 
tianity. 

















